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to think them so wholly bad that no sample should be
rescued and preserved." Next year he printed a tolerably
full collection. In The Queen of the Air he gave a
specimen of his earliest attempts, and in Prceterita quoted
others, and alluded to many more. Now at last he handed
over the carefully preserved MSS. to one of his assistants,
and the Poems of John Ruskin appeared in 1891. The
volumes form an authentic record of the development of
a remarkable mind. Prceterita tells what the old man
thought of his boyhood; the Poems, without the self-
consciousness of most diary-writers, reveal him as he really
was. Taken in this light, they are unique in literary
history; taken as literature, they hardly claim to figure
among the sixty-odd accredited poets of the period.

These volumes were the first published by Mr. Ruskin
after the passing of the American copyright act. He had
always felt it a grievance that the enormous popularity
of his works in America meant an enormous piracy.
Towards the end of the " Fifties," Mr. Wiley of New York
had begun to print cheap Ruskins; not, indeed, illegally,
but without any acknowledgment to the author, and with-
out any reference to the author's wishes as to form and style
of production. An artist and writer on art, insisting on
delicacy and refinement as the first necessity of draughts-
manship, and himself sparing no trouble or expense in the
illustrations of his own works, was naturally dissatisfied
with the wretched " Artotypes " with which the American
editions caricatured his beautiful plates. Not only that,
but it was a common practice to smuggle these editions,
recommended by their cheapness, into other countries.
Mr. Wiley sent, on an average, five hundred sets of Modem
Painters to Europe every year, the greater number to,
